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YUGOSLAVIA: NEN ENERGY SOURCE 
ANNCR: 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, SCIENTISTS ARE SEARCHING FOR NEW 
SOURCES OF ENERGY, PARTICULARLY IN PLACES WHERE THE TRADITIONAL 
SOURCES ARE EXPENSIVE OR IN SHORT SUPPLY. IN BELGRADE, 
YUGOSLAVIA, THE EXPERTS THINK THEY MAY HAVE FOUND A 
SIGNIFICANT AND UNEXPECTED ENERGY SOURCE. VOA CORRESPONDENT 
LARRY FREUND REPORTS. 

VOICE: 

LAST AUTUMN, WHEN BELGRADE WAS PREPARING FOR ANOTHER 
WINTER OF POLLUTED AIR AHD ELECTRICITY BLACK-OUTS, A TEAM 
OF SCIENTISTS WAS PROBING THE GROUND NEAR AVALA, A FIVE~ 
HUNDRED-METER-HIGH MOUNTAIN SOME SEVENTEEN KILOMETERS 
SOUTH OF BELGRADE. THE AI‘! OF THE SEARCH WAS WATER ~~ 
MOSTLY FOR PRESERVING FRUIT AND VEGETABLES PRODUCED IN 
NEARBY FARMS. THE SCIENTISTS SROM BELGRADE UNIVERSITY'S 
MINING AND GEOLOGY SCHOOL DID DISCOVER WATER. BUT TO 
THEIR SURPRISE, IT WAS HOT INSTEAD OF COLD. AND THEY 
THINK THEY MAY HAVE FOUND THE SOLUTION TO THE ENERGY 
NEEDS OF THE YUGOSLAV CAPITAL. B8UT THEY NEED THE EQUIVALENT 
OF ABOUT THREE MILLION DOLLARS TO PROVE IT. 

NATURAL HOT WATER HAS LONG BEEN A SOURCE QF ENERGY, 

BUT MOSTLY FOR HEATING. It NEIGHBORING HUNGARY, FOR 
EXAMPLE, WHERE THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF HOT WATER WELLS 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, HOT WATER HAS SEEN USED EXTENSIVELY 
FOR CENTRAL HEATING. BUT YUGOSLAY SCIENTISTS 

HAVE THEIR SIGHTS SET ON ANOTHER USE FOR HOT WATER -- 
CONVERTING IT INTO ELECTRICITY. THEY POINT TO SAN 
FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, AS AN EXAMPLE, WHERE ABOUT ONE- 


THIRD OF THE CITY'S ELECTRICITY COHES FROM HOT WATER. 
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A NEW SOURCE OF ELECTRICITY FOR BELGRADE WOULD BE 
PARTICULARLY WELCOMED By RESIDENTS HERE, THERE IS A 
NATIONWIDE POWER SHORTAGE AS YUGOSLAVIA STRUGGLES TO 
KEEP UP WITH THE SHARPLY RISING DEMAND FOR MORE 
ELECTRICITY. ENGINEERS HAVE ALREADY BEGUN CONSTRUCTION ON 
ONE NUCLEAR POWER PLANT BUILT WITH AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY 
ANO FINANCED BY THE U.S. EXPORT-IMPORT BANK. THE COMPLETION 
DATE IS NINETEEN EIGHTY. AND PLANS ARE BEING MADE FOR 
SEVERAL OTHER NUCLEAR PLANTS BY THE END OF THE CENTURY. 
BUT IN YUGOSLAVIA AS ELSEWHERE, THERE IS CONCERN FOR SAFETY 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE AS THE NUCLEAR PLANTS GO UP, 
SCIENTISTS AT THE BELGRADE MINING AND GEOLOGY 
SCHOOL BELIEVE THAT HOT WATER AND PERHAPS OTHER ENERGY 
SOURCES SHOULD BE EXPLOITED FIRST BEFORE NUCLEAR ENERGY 
IS PUT INTO USE. THE GEOTHERMAL EXPERTS BELIEVE THAT MUCH 
MORE ATTENTION WOULD HAVE BEEN FOCUSED ON THEIR DISCOVERY 
NEAR AVALA, IF INSTEAD OF WATER, THEY HAD FOUND OIL. 8UT 
THEY POINT OUT THAT ELECTRICITY PRODUCED FROM HOT WATER 
TS CHEAPER THAN POWER PRODUCED FROM OIL OR COAL. THE 
WATER IS RENEWABLE; ET DOESN'T GO UP IN SMOKE LIKE OFL. AND 
IT'S CLEAN -~ AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN YUGOSLAVIA'S CITIES 
THAT ARE COVERED WITH A BLANKET OF AIR POLLUTION FOR 
MUCH OF THE WINTER. 
NOW THAT THEY HAVE MADE THE INITIAL DISCOVERY, THE 
BELGRADE GEOLOGISTS ARE BEGINNING A SEARCH FOR 


MONEY TO SUPPORT THE COST OF ADDITIONAL TEST DRILLINGS uP 
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TO THREE THOUSAND METERS INTO THE EARTH. IF THEIR PRESENT 
HOPES ARE CONFIRMED, THEY SAY BELGRADE COULD BEGIN TO START 
RECEIVING POWER FROM THE HOT WATER WITHIN A COUPLE OF 
YEARS, USING IMPORTED TECHNOLOGY. BUT FIRST, THEY CONCEDE, 
THEY HAVE TQ CONVINCE PEOPLE THAT WATER CAN KEEP THE LIGHTS 
OF A CITY BURNING, 


EC/PBM 


